
During Shared Reading
Read the text on the page first, then make comments or ask open-ended questions about the story.
Pause often to give the AAC reader time to think and respond. It's a conversation, not a quiz.
Model slightly beyond the AAC reader's current language level. If they use single words, model two- 

        word phrases. If they use two-word phrases, model three-word phrases, and so on. This helps build   
        their language. If you are new to AAC modeling, start with one-word models and build from there.
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1-WORD MODELS

love baby
dirty baby
clean baby
smelly baby
poop yuk

you help
family help
baby need
baby loud
love baby

cry              
dirty            clean
help 
love
smelly
Uh Oh

3-WORD MODELS

you get ready
baby need help
family help baby
baby cry loud 

baby get messy
baby get smelly
baby get dirty
get baby clean

Yuk poop smelly 
Uh Oh baby loud
I love baby
family love baby

Speak in full sentences and model only the key words/phrases in the AAC system. 
Pause to give the AAC reader time to think and respond. 
Example:  The baby is loud! The baby might need help. 
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Book: Get Ready

2-WORD MODELS
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QUICK
TIPS

AAC Modeling Quick Guide

Book: Get Ready

Shared reading is a conversation about the story. Pause on each page to make comments and ask your
AAC reader to share their thoughts. Make connections from the AAC reader's comments to the situation.
In time, your AAC reader will initiate more and you can let them direct the experience - that is the goal! 

When you see... Try modeling...

A baby joins the family

The baby is crying

Baby needs a diaper change

love| love baby|family love baby

messy l messy baby l help messy baby

dirty| dirty baby l help dirty baby

There is no “right” response. Model a word or phrase, then  pause, and notice how 
your AAC reader communicates. Respond to all communication attempts as if 
intentonal and try to connect those ideas to the story.

Family helping the baby help l family help l family help baby

AAC Modeling Quick Guide

Baby is messy

baby l baby cry| Uh oh baby cry

smelly| smelly poop l Yuck smelly poop
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During Shared Reading

Read the text on the page first, then make comments or ask open-ended questions about the story.
Pause often to give the AAC reader time to think and respond. It's a conversation, not a quiz.
Model slightly beyond the AAC reader's current language level. If they use single words, model two- 

       word phrases. If they use two-word phrases, model three-word phrases, and so on. This helps build 
       their language. If you are new to AAC modeling, start with one-word models and build from there.
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1-WORD MODELS

keep toys
help family
love home
go home
new friends

we go
feel excited
feel scared
same friends
my room

different        same
go
feel                  toys
help
love
new

3-WORD MODELS

love my home
go new house
keep my toys
help my family
same good bed

different new room
we go home
my new friends
help family boxes
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Book: Goodbye, Old House
           Hello, New House

we help boxes
love new house
keep my bed
love my family

Speak in full sentences and model only the key words/phrases in the AAC system. 
Pause to give the AAC reader time to think and respond. 
Example:  Some things will be the same. Her family has a new house. She is excited
and scared. 

2-WORD MODELS
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Book: Goodbye, Old House
           Hello, New House

Shared reading is a conversation about the story. Pause on each page to make comments and ask your
AAC reader to share their thoughts. Make connections from the AAC reader's comments to the situation.
In time, your AAC reader will initiate more and you can let them direct the experience - that is the goal! 

When you see... Try modeling...

The old house

Getting ready to move

Same bed, different room

home| my house| my old house

help l help familyl help my family

different| different room l new different room

Make space for mixed feelings about change. Model words without requiring the
AAC reader to imitate them. Talk about the actions in the story.

Toys and Friends friends l new friends l my new friends

AAC Modeling Quick Guide

Boxes everwhere

go l we go | go new house

same| same bed l my same bed

keep l keep toys l keep same toys
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